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trade extended to a rather small area. They served regular meals and 
home-made ice cream and cake. When they needed music, it was fur- 
nished by a brass band led by Mr. Robert Krebs, who lived nearby.” 

Following Tom Monk's operation the resort was taken over by W. 
W. Ritter and Peter Kurcllor, known as Dutch Pete, who ran it for three 
or four years before the Schneitter family took over again, 

David N. Murdock owned a resort at the mouth of Pine Canyon 
about 1894 or '95, called "The Warm Lands.” From his journal we read: 

“At this resort there was a big plunge bath, a smaller private bath, 
and eight good dressing rooms, a large dance hall and eating places. Also 
living quarters, kitchen, dining room and bedrooms. All were built under 
one big roof. However, the dance hall had windows to keep the dancers 
cool and comfortable. An orchestra was kept there during the summer 
months. Dances were held each week and on holidays. The grounds 
were prepared for ball games, horse races, croquet and other games, with 
swings and other play places for the youngsters. A ‘bus’ ran from Provo 
for special celebrations. Perhaps the biggest crowd came out to see a 
big balloon ascend, held on the 4th of July.” 

The balloon was filled by spreading the silk over a fire in an effort 
to catch the smoke and gases. On the particular day this mentions the 
silk of the balloon caught fire and of course failed in its attempt to become 
airborne. 

The journal continues: “The place had nice lawns and trees, but 
a big bowery was built to accommodate the crowds that came to picnic.’ 

There were more bath houses in the area, such as Fred Buhler's 
which was more centrally located and used by the townspeople as a 
place for baptisms. These baptisms were carried on for new members 
and also för those whose records were lost or destroyed. Sometimes 
this work was carried throughout the entire day. The water in this bath 
was very hot and was remembered by those using it for a long time. Fred 
Buhler, Jr., son of the original owner constructed the present bathhouse 
and. built it further down the hill toward the road. The building that 
stands is larger and the water that feeds this pool had been cooled until 
now it is quite comfortable. The water was piped from the old bath- 
house down to the new. 

Still standing is the old Joseph Galli home and one-half mile to the 
west the tiny bathhouse where Mr. Galli and his wife would teach 
children of the community to*swim. The patient couple were responsible 
for instructing many Midway youngsters in the sport, and the warm 
waters of their spring-fed pool became a delightful playground for local 
boys and girls. 

Erwin was one of the first to envision Heber Valley as a national resort 
area, drawing thousands of visitors and greatly benefiting the economy 
of Wasatch County. He added a new outside swimming pool to the 
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after he urchased it, Luke's s Hot Pots were once again in the h: cone of 
John Luke. 

In 1953 Luke deeded his resort to Jay, Clyde and Charles De- 
Graff who made some improvements on the property. Until 1955, when 
it was deeded back to Mr. Luke, the resort was known as the Diamond 
D. Also in 1955 Luke transferred the property to his wife Alada, who 
sold it the following year to Harold Calder and Clifford W. Stubbs. 
Late in 1956 Calder transferred his interest to Stubbs. A year later Mr. 
Stubbs sold the resort to Dr. Willard Draper and 1 Eugene Payne who 
promptly christened it the Mountain Spa. 

Under the ownership of Draper and Payne great changes were 
made. The entire main building was renovated, a brick facade added 
and the roof completely tiled. Landscaping of the property was begun 
in earnest, the dining room was remodeled and new equipment added. 
Roller-skating on the huge dance floor became a popular pastime. A 
small but picturesque hotel was opened and renovated. Horses were 
brought in to create added interest at the resort. 

In spite of the untimely death of Dr. Draper in 1958 the Mountain 
Spa continued to gain interest. Still owned and operated by Payne, 


An aerial view of the Midway area with he Mt. Spa resort in the Dre This is 
another of the county's popular resort spots. 


